Rich Ideas

Commercial and Investment Real Estate
Did You Know? Thanksgiving Edition
Thanksgiving! My favorite holiday (in
November,😂 ). On the fourth Thursday in November,
families across the U.S. gather to feast on turkey, watch
football and gear up for Christmas by looking for Santa
during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. But did
you ever wonder how these Thanksgiving traditions
started?
• The first Thanksgiving was held in the fall of
1621 and included 50 Pilgrims and 90
Wampanoag Indians and lasted three days. Many
historians believe that only five women were
present at that first Thanksgiving, as many
women settlers didn't survive that difficult first
year in the U.S.
• There was no turkey on the menu at the first
Thanksgiving according to Historians. What was
on the menu? Deer/venison, ducks, geese,
oysters, lobster, eel and fish. (EEL??) They
probably ate pumpkins, but no pumpkin pies.
They also didn't eat mashed potatoes or cranberry
sauce, but they probably ate cranberries.
• Thanksgiving didn't become a national holiday
until 242 years later! Sarah Josepha Hale, the
woman who actually wrote the classic song
“Mary Had a Little Lamb,” convinced President
Lincoln in 1863 to make Thanksgiving a national
holiday, after writing letters for 17 years
campaigning for this to happen.
• No forks at the first Thanksgiving. The first
Thanksgiving was eaten with spoons and knives but no forks. That's right, forks weren't even
introduced to the Pilgrims until 10 years later and
weren't a popular utensil until the 18th century.
• Thanksgiving is the reason for TV dinners. In
1953, Swanson had so much extra turkey (260
tons) that a salesman told them they should
package it onto aluminum trays with other sides
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like sweet potatoes — and the first TV dinner was
born.
• Thanksgiving was almost a fast — not a feast.
The early settlers gave thanks by praying and
abstaining from food, which is what they planned
on doing to celebrate their first harvest, that is,
until the Wampanoag Indians joined them and
(lucky for us!) turned their fast into a three-day
feast.
• The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade began in
1924 with 400 employees marching from
Convent Ave to 145th street in New York City.
No large balloons were at this parade, as it
featured only live animals from Central Park Zoo.
• The National Football League started the
Thanksgiving Classic games in 1920 and since
then the Detroit Lions and the Dallas Cowboys
have hosted games on Turkey Day.
• Each year, the president of the U.S. pardons a
turkey and spares it from being eaten for
Thanksgiving dinner. The first turkey pardon
ceremony started with President Truman in 1947.
• Turkey isn't responsible for drowsiness or the
dreaded "food coma." So what is? Scientists say
that extra glass of wine, the high-calorie meal or
relaxing after a busy work schedule is what
makes you drowsy.
• Wild turkeys can run 20 miles per hour when they
are scared, but
domesticated
turkeys that are
bred are heavier
and can't run
quite that fast.
So, enjoy your
Thanksgiving and
wishing you the best
for the Holiday season!

Did the “Market Ballon” POP?

Where am I in Rochester?

Have you ever blown a ballon up so much that it actually
pops due to too much air? It seems like the market was a
balloon the last several months and air kept being blown
into it. New offerings would have 10 to 20 attendees at the
first showings. Offers would come in many at a time,
sometimes as many as a dozen! Contingencies would be
few, most even cash offers.
Then, rates inched up ever so slightly. Market confidence
dropped ever so slightly. Prices edged up due to the
euphoria, (not) ever so slightly. And suddenly, good
properties could not get a ‘posse’ at the first showing.
Some of this was market driven. Some was price driven.
But even fairly priced offerings are having a difficult time
garnering interest in this market.
So, what to do? Properly priced properties are still exactly
that! Properly priced. So, its a great time to be a buyer
since your competition is staying home. And if you are a
seller? Well, you should price your properties to the market,
not slightly over the market. If you are “for sale” then be
“for sale”. Do not be “For sale maybe”.
Banks are still willing to finance. Deals are still getting
done. The market needed a pause. And the ballon definitely
has popped. But a new balloon is being blown up again!
Where will you be in this next phase?

Answer: 550 East Avenue, Better known as the Strathallan
Hotel. “The Strath” is one of Rochester’s premier destinations.
It is so much more than a hotel. It is home to Char, one of
Rochester’s finest Steak Houses. And on the top floor is
Hattie’s, with one of the nicest roof top bars in the city. It’s an
entertainment destination, with live music, tastings and shows.
There is always something happening at The Strath.

Have you Ever Wondered??
Why anyone would spend $9.99 on a book titled
“Did you ever wonder”? With the tag line “Aren't
you tired of people asking you rhetorical questions
and you don't know the answers?”
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